LIMITED RE-OPENING TO THE PUBLIC
Our top priority is the health of visitors and our staff during the current COVID-19 crisis. A
gradual approach to re-opening our office is safest method for our public and our employees.
In-person access to our office will be limited as we continue to promote the use of electronic
communication to assist you. Please be mindful of the CDC guidelines as well as the state’s
heath guidelines as we will be following all operational best practices and safety measures to
prevent the spread of COVID-19.
•

Services
o Our office is working with ½ staff in office and ½ staff teleworking from 8:30 am –
4:30 pm, Monday through Friday.
o Communication via, online chat, email and returned phone calls
o Documents can be mailed, dropped off in the drop box located at the front of
the Circuit Court front left entrance or emailed. Emailed documents must be 25
pages or less.
o Contact us and we will be happy to answer your questions and assist you with
the necessary forms.

•

Appointments
o Our office is closed to walk-in service.
o Individuals who believe their requests cannot be met remotely or you need
letters of administration for an emergency such as to bury a body or an
impending settlement you may contact our office to schedule an appointment.
§ We will schedule appointments starting at 9:00 AM and the last
appointment beginning at 3:00 PM. Currently we are scheduling
appointments one month out unless an emergency.
§ We will allow only one visitor at a time due to limited space and reduced
staff.
§ We will advise what will be required for your situation to serve you more
expeditiously.

•

Pleadings
o We are accepting most filings by email and fax until further notice.
§ If you have an original will to be filed, please submit the paperwork
together with the will via our drop box or by mail as the process will be held
up waiting for the original will to be submitted. Also remember to attach a
copy of the death certificate.
§ If you are filing a small estate, please include the small estate fee with the
paperwork to avoid a delay in receiving your letters.
§ We cannot accept electronic/digital signatures, only originals or copies of
original signatures are accepted.
§ Executive order – Authorizing remote witnessing and electronic signing of
certain documents. (See Attached Executive Order)
§ Requests for date stamped copies need to have a self-addressed stamped
envelope with that request.

•

Public Workstation and Research Area
o Public viewing stations in the office are closed indefinitely. Please use our online
search function to order copies for estates that have been opened from 1997 to
current. https://registers.maryland.gov/main/search.html.
o Estates prior to 1997 please request copies by contacting the Records Division.

•

Security
o When you arrive at the courthouse, inform the Sheriff’s deputies that you have an
appointment with the Register of Wills.
o The Sheriff’s deputies will ask you a brief questionnaire, require that you wear a
facial covering, and use a contactless thermometer to check your temperature.
You will then proceed through a metal detector.
o

Social distancing of at least 6 feet from other individuals in the building will be
enforced.

•

Website
o Please visit our website for current updates and for further information including
publications, FAQ, Forms, Legal Notices, Estate Search, Estate Docket, Claims
Search and Invoice Payment.

•

Orphans’ Court
o Include email addresses and telephone numbers for both the attorney's and the
PR's. The Court will continue to hold virtual hearings for an indefinite amount of
time so we need the email addresses to be able to send links to the participants
so they can attend remotely.

ORDER
OF THE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF MARYLAND
NUMBER 20-04-10-01

AUTHORIZING REMOTE WITNESSING AND
ELECTRONIC SIGNING OF CERTAIN DOCUMENTS
WHEREAS,

A state of emergency and catastrophic health emergency was proclaimed on
March 5, 2020, and renewed on March 17, 2020, to control and prevent the
spread of COVID-19 within the state, and the state of emergency and
catastrophic health emergency still exists;

WHEREAS,

COVID-19, a respiratory disease that spreads easily from person to person and
may result in serious illness or death, is a public health catastrophe and has been
confirmed throughout Maryland;

WHEREAS,

To reduce the spread of and exposures to COVID-19, the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention and the Maryland Department of Health,
consistent with the currently known and available scientific evidence and best
practices, recommend social distancing;

WHEREAS,

It is necessary and reasonable to prevent the transmission of the novel
coronavirus in the state, and save lives, for individuals to refrain from
congregating;

WHEREAS,

It is necessary to protect the public health, welfare, or safety to suspend the
effect of statutes, rules, or regulations that require personal interactions to
execute certain documents; and

WHEREAS,

To reduce the threat to human health caused by COVID-19 in Maryland, protect
the health and safety of Maryland residents and save lives, it is necessary and
reasonable to allow persons to use technology to remotely witness the execution
of certain documents, instead of being physically present;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LAWRENCE J. HOGAN, JR., GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF
MARYLAND, BY VIRTUE OF THE AUTHORITY VESTED IN ME BY THE
CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF MARYLAND, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO
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TITLE 14 OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY ARTICLE, AND IN AN EFFORT TO CONTROL AND
PREVENT THE SPREAD OF COVID-19 WITHIN THE STATE, DO HEREBY ORDER:
I.

Definitions. As used herein:
a. “Electronic Presence” means the relationship of two or more individuals in
different physical locations who can observe one another and communicate to the
same extent as if the individuals were physically present in the same location.
b. “Electronic Signature” means a visible electronic mark attached to or logically
associated with a document and executed or adopted by a person with the intent to
sign the document.
c. “ET” means the Estates & Trusts article of the Maryland Code.
d. “HG” means the Health-General article of the Maryland Code.
e. “Remote Witnessing” (and words of similar import) means to witness the
execution of a document by a person who is in the Electronic Presence, but not
the physical presence of the witness.
f. “Supervising Attorney” means an individual who has been admitted to practice
law before the courts of this State and is in good standing.

II.

Suspension of Certain In-Person Witnessing Requirements.
a. To the extent any part of ET § 4-102 requires a will to be attested and signed by
witnesses in the physical presence of the testator or another person signing for the
testator at the testator’s express direction (the “Testator”), such part of ET § 4-102
is hereby suspended to the extent necessary to allow Remote Witnessing of wills
in accordance with the conditions set forth in paragraph III below.
b. To the extent any part of ET § 17-110 requires a power of attorney to be attested
and signed by witnesses in the physical presence of the principal or another
person signing for the principal at the principal’s express direction (the
“Principal”), such part of ET § 17-110 is hereby suspended to the extent necessary
to allow Remote Witnessing of powers of attorney in accordance with the
conditions set forth in paragraph III below.
c. To the extent any part of HG § 5-602 requires a written advance directive to be
subscribed by witnesses in the physical presence of the declarant or another
person signing at the express direction of the declarant (the “Declarant”), such
part of HG § 5-602 is hereby suspended to the extent necessary to allow Remote
Witnessing of written advance directives in accordance with the conditions set
forth in paragraph III below.

III.

Conditions. The execution of a will, a power of attorney, or written advance directive
(a “Document”) by, respectively, a Testator, Principal, or Declarant (the “Signer”)
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may be Remotely Witnessed, provided that the following conditions are satisfied:
a. The witness shall be in the Electronic Presence of the Signer;
b. The witness shall be a resident of the State of Maryland and be physically located
in the United States at the time the execution of the Document is witnessed;
c. The Signer and all witnesses shall be in the physical presence or Electronic
Presence of one another and a Supervising Attorney, who shall not be one of the
witnesses;
d. The Signer and witnesses physically shall sign one or more counterparts of the
same Document, or affix their Electronic Signatures to it; and
e. The Supervising Attorney shall create a certified copy of the Document, which
shall be deemed to be the original of the Document, and shall contain all pages of
the Document, the original signatures or Electronic Signatures of the Signer and
all witnesses, and a certification of the Supervising Attorney stating that:
i. The Supervising Attorney took reasonable steps to verify:
1. That the copy of the Document is a true, complete, and accurate
copy of the Document signed by the Signer;
2. That the signatures contained in the copy are either the original
signatures or Electronic Signatures of the Signer and each of the
witnesses;
3. The identity of the Signer, and that the Signer was a resident or
domiciliary of, or was physically located in, this State at the time
the Signer signed the document; and
4. The identify of each witness, and that the witness was a resident of
this State at the time the witness signed the Document; and
ii. The Document was remotely witnessed in reliance on the Order of the
Governor of the State of Maryland Number 20-04-10-01, dated April 10,
2020, Authorizing Remote Witnessing and Electronic Signing of Certain
Documents.
IV.

Certain Requirements Unaffected. For avoidance of doubt, this Order does not:
a. Preclude the execution of Documents from being witnessed in-person, or alter any
legal requirements applicable when a Document is witnessed in-person; or
b. Alter any legal requirements as to the number or qualification of witnesses
required for the execution of any Document.
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V.

General Provisions.
a. This Order remains effective until the state of emergency has been terminated and
the proclamation of the catastrophic health emergency has been rescinded, or until
rescinded, superseded, amended, or revised by additional orders.
b. The effect of any statute, rule, or regulation of an agency of the State or a political
subdivision inconsistent with this order is hereby suspended.
c. The underlined paragraph headings in this Order are for convenience of reference
only and shall not affect the interpretation of this Order.
d. If any provision of this Order or its application to any person, entity, or
circumstance is held invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, all other
provisions or applications of the Order shall remain in effect to the extent possible
without the invalid provision or application. To achieve this purpose, the
provisions of this Order are severable.
ISSUED UNDER MY HAND THIS 10TH DAY OF APRIL, 2020, AND
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY.

_______________________________________
Lawrence J. Hogan, Jr.
Governor
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